
Northampton Council on Aging Meeting
Thursday, May 18, 2023 5:00 pm

Virtual:
Online ZoomMeeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87306955068?pwd=RTcvVzFFd2s4RGV0WHFGaktHVjd
UZz09
Meeting ID: 873 0695 5068
Passcode: 480902

COAMinutes

Call to Order: Cindy Langley called the meeting to order @ 5:19 pm

Present: Kim Park, Laura Scott, Robert Dionne, Gerriann Butler, Michael Ford, Anne “Val” Romano, &
Cynthia Langley

Escused: Jean Henry Hoose

Review minutes & approve April minutes:

● A motion was made to accept the minutes with a correction by Michael Ford & 2nd by Cindy
Langley

Director’s Report:

● On May 10th, Secretary Chen from the Executive Office of Elder Affairs visited the Senior
Center for a tour and to meet staff. Secretary Chen is currently visiting senior centers around the
state and had heard we have a great Senior Center. Lindsay Sabadosa, Massachusetts State
Representative was present for the tour as well.

● We are happy to announce we were awarded a grant through The Taxi, Livery & Hackney
Partnership Grant Program. This grant allows us to offer $1 rides for any purpose with Cosmic
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Cab, our taxi provider, to all of Northampton, Florence, Leeds, Hatfield and Easthampton. The
program will be offered for 1 year or until the funds are depleted.

● Central Services has switched the system from heat to air. The temperature in the building can be
challenging during the change of seasons. However, we’ll work closely with Central Services to
monitor and adjust as needed.

● The replacement windows are in the bid process now.
● We are offering many new programs which translates into more members coming into the center.

In April, we held 71 orientations with 27 new members and 44 returning members. We provided
493 lunches during that same time period and averaged 173 per day coming into the center.

● The Artist of the Month is our Open Art & Craft Buffet class participants. We are holding a
reception on May 22nd @ 11 am.

● A new group, The Silver Lesbians, just began this week.
● A memory cafe will begin on June 27th for people living with dementia and their caregivers. We

are working with the Pioneer Valley Memory Care Initiative to offer this once per month event.
● TRIAD is on hiatus through the summer months.
● On June 30th, the Dept of Health & Human Services will be hosting a lunch & learn to explain

their programs and answer questions on their department.
● In September, the Senior Center will once again be participating in Northampton Neighbor’s

Doozy Doo Parade.

Old Business:

● Age Friendly planning: Cindy and Kim met with the Mayor. An Age and Dementia Friendly
Northampton Municipal Assessment tool will be distributed to City Departments at the next
Department Head Meeting.

● Council member update: There are two pending appointments: Mark Bird and Adrianne
Andrews. There were several applicants.

New Business:

● Gerriann Butler mentioned that the board members need to do the Conflict of Interest training
required by the state every 2 years.

● The COA Guidebook was last updated in 2019. This will be distributed to COA members for
review and will be discussed at the next meeting.

● Megan Knight, our media & marketing coordinator, is working to better utilize the website,
Facebook and wording in the Chronicle. Changes need to be made to the information in the
Chronicle. Feedback will be sought from the COA.



Next meeting June 8, 2023 @ 5:00 pm

Adjournment: Motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Michael Ford and 2nd by Bob Dionne

Meeting adjourned @ 6:08 pm


